
 

MFFM Food Safety Policy 

As a farmer’s market, food safety is one of our top priorities.  

 

I. Produce such a large melons, pumpkins, and gourds can be in contact with the ground. 

Vendors and/or the market will display signage to remind patrons to wash all produce 

before consuming.  

II. Produce can be displayed in pint, quart, etc. sized containers with additional product behind 

the tables used for weighing / counting and bagging purchases to minimize patron contact 

with product.  

III. Vendors transporting products in the backs of vehicles are encouraged to cover food items 

while in transport to mitigate contamination risks.  

IV. Vendors are required to wash and/or sanitize their hands after using the restroom during 

market hours. 

V. Vendors are required to submit relevant licenses and permits at the beginning of each 

market season that they are participating in. Documents are kept on file by the Market 

Manager.  

VI. Market requires dairy, meat, and prepared food vendors to always have a thermometer in 

appropriate locations during market. Refrigerators, freezers, cooling prep stations, etc. 

Permits on file from local health department.  

VII. Labeling on produce and products are checked prior to and/or beginning of the vendor’s 

first market day. Mislabeled items will not be available for sale or for consumption until 

corrected and cleared with Market Manager. Vendors are to comply with NYS Ag & Markets 

Foods Labeling Requirements https://agriculture.ny.gov/food-safety/food-labeling as stated 

below. 

1. Identify of food in package form 

b. The principal display panel of a label for a food in package form shall bear as one of its 
principal features a statement of the identity of the commodity by its common or usual 
name. 

c. Where a food is marketed in various forms (grated, sliced, diced, etc.) the form shall be 
considered as part of the identity statement. 

d. The statement of identity shall be present in bold type on the principal display panel and 
shall be in a size reasonably related to the most prominent printed matter. 

 

2. Name of manufacturer, packer, or distributor 

a. In the case of a corporation, only the actual corporate name, and this may be 
preceded or followed by the name of the division involved. 

https://agriculture.ny.gov/food-safety/food-labeling


b. In the case of an individual, partnership, or association, the name under which 
the business is conducted shall be used. 

c. When the food is not manufactured by the person whose name appears on the 
label, a qualifying phrase such as “Manufactured for _________”, “Distributed 
by ________”, or other expression of facts shall appear with the name. 

3. Place of business 

a. The place of business shall include the street address, city, state, and ZIP code. 

b. The street address may be omitted if it is shown in a current city or telephone 
directory. 

4. Ingredient declaration 

a. The ingredients shall be listed by their common or usual name in descending 
order of predominance by weight, on a single panel of the label. 

b. The name of the ingredient shall be a specific name and not a collective name. 

i. If the ingredient is a designated spice, flavoring, or natural color, it need 
only be stated as spices, artificial color, or artificial flavor. Colorings 
subject to certification (FD&C) must be listed by their specific name, i.e. 
FD&C Yellow #5. 

ii. If an ingredient used in the product conforms to a standard of identity 
or is a multi-ingredient product, its ingredients are required to be listed 
on the label. 

iii. When blends of fats and/or oils are used, the common or usual name of 
each fat or oil used must be listed in parenthesis following the term 
vegetable shortening, animal fat, or marine oil. 

iv. If an individual fat and/or oil ingredient is used, not a blend, the 
common name of that product must be listed in the correct order of 
predominance. 

c. No abbreviations of an ingredient’s common or usual name are permitted, 
unless explicitly provided for in the statutes. 

d. Water used in fabricated foods shall be declared on the label in its order of 
predominance. 

5. Net quantity of contents 

a. The principal display panel of a label for a food in packaged form shall bear a 
declaration of net quantity of contents. 

i. The declaration shall be expressed in terms of avoirdupois pound and 
ounce, volume, and/or numerical count. 

ii. The declaration shall appear as a distinct item within the lower 30 
percent of the principal display panel. The declaration shall be printed in 
boldface print or type in letters and numbers in a size in relationship to 
the total square inches of the principal display panel. 

iii. The declaration of net quantity of contents shall be expressed in the 
following terms: 

1. Weight (one pound, but less than four pounds) expressed in 
ounces and followed by the largest whole unit in parenthesis, 
i.e. NET WT. 24 OZ (1 LB 8 OZ). 



2. Fluid measure (one pint, but less than one gallon) expressed in 
fluid ounces and followed by the largest whole unit in 
parenthesis, i.e. 20 FL OZ (1 PT 4 OZ). 

iv. A separate statement of the net quantity of contents in terms of the 
metric system is required to appear on the principal display panel as 
part of the required declaration, i.e. NET WT 9 OZ (255g) or 9 FL OZ (266 
ml). 

 

VIII. Vendors are expected to not attend market while ill; vendors may not smoke within 100 feet 

of any other vendor or the musician’s stage. Vendors are asked not to eat at their booth 

while patrons are shopping.  

IX. Vendors and patrons are permitted to have leashed, friendly, under control dogs during 

Market. Live animal petting zoos are not permitted.  

X. Vendors are encouraged to use compostable and/or recyclable and/or reusable packaging. 

Styrofoam is not permitted per NY Statewide Ban on Polystyrene Foam Containers and 

Loose Fill https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/124479.html 

XI. Market will post sign siting links from Food Safety Policy VII and X, and display signage of 

where to wash hands.  

XII. In the event of a recall, MD/MM will notify all vendors and submit a PSA to local media 

including social media and the market website. It will also be announced at the next market.  
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